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THIS MONTH’S COVER SC0UTIG

We hope the new Exploring pro- |

Christmas present high-school age
boys have had. We're glad to pre-
sent it to the leaders of Explorers,
both now and in the future. It’s a
gift that will return dividends for |

everybody’s benefit.
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ersonally Spealiing

Reading on a Glacier

HEADING A BOOK on Mt. Rainier. A troop of

husky older Scouts resting on their packs
on the rubble high up on the edge of Nisquallgf
Glacier while one of them read a hook out loud.

I couldn’t believe my eyes when I saw them.
It just didnt seem to go together — the hard
he-man effort of climbing that mountain — then
stopping to read a hook.

At the end of an exciting chapter, at a sign
from the Scoutmaster, the fellows were on their
feet, shouldering their packs, and falling in line
to hit the trail.

Later T had a chance to get acquainted with

the Scoutmaster and ask about the episode.

“We do that all the time,” he said, “We’ve
climbed most of the peaks in the Northwest, and
in the climbing of them we’ve read some mighty
interesting books.

“We do it for a couple of reasons. One, it’s a
good way to rest; you forget how tired you are.
Two, we enjoy the books and learn a Iot from
them. You’d be surprised how many ideas and
unusual skills used in our troop program first

came to our attention from the page of a hook.

“The book we're reading now is pretty excit-
ing, so the fellows will probably want several
chapters before they go to sleep tonight.”

I was not surprised to learn later that this
man was a well-known and quite unusual leader.
He was more than a rugged woodsman; he was
a man of wide interests. And he wanted his
Scouts to develop hoth the physical and the in-
tellectual interests that had meant so much to him.

It’s a pretty good combination for all of us —
a life of vigorous activity where we are and a
program of reading that takes us into worlds of

adventure and knowledge far beyond our im-

mediate horizon,
(T TR

Editor
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THE PO

By WILLIAM H. SPURGEON 1L
Exploring Chairman
Orange Empire Council, Santa Ana, California

THE OrancE Empire Councit had a three-year
jump on the rest of the country using specialties and
consultants in the new Exploring program. We experi-
mented with prototype posts in cooperation with the
National Council to develop the plan which has now
been adopted.

We evolved the specialty unit in this council to get
more men of the caliber we needed to draw high school
boys into the Exploring program. We were also having
dificulty reaching the seven out of eight boys who have
not been attracted to the program.

We also came up with the use of consultants to en-
courage a tremendous number of qualified men in each
field to get behind a group of boys in that specific field.
We found that the special interest type of Exploring had
a strong appeal to many men,

We haven’t tried to see how many units we could form.
We tried to organize a small number of greatly different
units and let them go without a lot of direction from
those of us deeply interested in Scouting. We wanted to

know if they could stand on their own feet and operate
without excessive dependence on us.

We didn’t mean to rule out the great number of pres-
ent sponsors. We put emphasis on new sponsors because
we felt that if the new program would work with new
men and new boys, it would catch on everywhere.

High-school age boys, as the studies made by the Uni-
versity of Michigan and the Boy Scouts of America
showed, have a variety of interests, The only way we are
going to get them into Exploring is to find a level of
interest they want and then put them with men who are
interested in the same thing and let them explore to-
gether. The association of boys with fine men is a strong
point in character building. (I believe that character is
caught and not taught.) You do your best job in Explor-
ing by putting quality men alongside high-school age
boys and the right thing rubs off every time.

The shell-rowing group at Newport illustrates how
specialties work. Rowing is an expensive operation. An
eight-oar shell, sixty-four feet long, costs about $2,200



without fittings, and oars cost $30.00 apiece. The average
high school wouldn’t even consider puiting in the
budget for a small group of boys to row.

Our rowing program is backed by some of the finest
and wealthiest men in the harbor area, the Southwest
Rowing Associates. The Advisor is an aeronautical engi-
neer by the name of Hans Jongbloed Unterhorst. He
gets these teen-age boys up at five o’clock in the morning
to row in the North Lido Channel before school. Anyone
who can do that has performed a modern miracle in my
book. The boys get a high type of training and they have
to be in excellent physical condition., They vary their
program by sailing and vocational, service, and social
activities. A rowing program should work anywhere in
America where men would like boys to row.

One of the best examples is the science Exploring unit.
It was started by contacting the head of the science de-
partment in Newport High School. This man, Kingery
Whiteneck, was teaching five classes a day, heading a
department, and trying to do something for students

through the high school science club. When I suggested
the possibility that an electronics firm might be willing
to make a program available for boys if he would be the
Advisor and funnel the boys into it, he thought we had
given him the key to Ft. Knox.

When we contacted the Helipot Corporation, a divi-
sion of Beckman Industries, we asked them to consider
seriously whether their engineers would be interested.
We were amazed when seventeen of their top research
engineers and department heads wanted a part in it. It
appealed to the boys that this was not a make-believe
situation; they wanted to rub shoulders with real engi-
neers and real scientists and they did.

One of the key exhibits in the Far West Electronics
Show is a display of things produced by this science
post. Among them is a sputnik-chaser, to track satellites
through space. Two of the boys developed smog control
and monitoring equipment and Orange County pur-
chased $30,000 worth of additional equipment which
these boys use to do smog control work for all of Orange
County. Boys are trying to get their grades high enough
to qualify to get into this post. For the first time, we've
got Exploring on a basis where boys are trying to get
into it.

Marketing Unit Formed
0. W. Richard, president of Richard’s Lido Market in

Newport and also president of our council, had the idea
of a unit of boys interested in merchandising. Richard
would like to tell every boy in America that he could
make a million dollars and be honest in doing it. We
went to the high school principal, Joseph Hamblet, to see
if some boys would be interested. The next day, forty-
one bhoys signed up, thirty-six seniors and five juniors.
We realized that here were seniors who wouldn’t be in
school next year and who saw the opportunity to find
out honestly and interestingly just how business was
done.

Richard’s Market selected twelve of their department
heads as consultants. The unit made a series of field trips
and rotated around the departments of the market. Tt
was interesting to see how excited the heads of depart-
ments were to have these sharp boys eagerly listening to
everything the men told them about the real facts of how
to do business.

In Santa Ana, we have another interesting unit operat-
ing, a legal Explorer post. The district attorney, Robert
Kneeland, now the superior court judge, who had
watched the science group, said, “Why can’t we have
something for boys who want to be lawyers? Why can’t
we help them get the right start?”

Kneeland lined up a committee to make this happen in
Santa Ana. He had three judges, the chief of police, the
head of the highway patrol, three lawyers, and had the
Orange County Peace Officers’ Association for the spon-
sor. They suggested a program where the sheriff would




assign men from the ballistics department and radio
communications for several meetings. The district at-
torney would go through lie detector routines, the public
defender, and the district attorney’s jobs. The superior
court judge had an idea to take boys through criminal
cases right in the courl, giving them the behind-the-
scenes operation.

The high school was interested in this one and Larry
West, the head of the civics department, became the Ad-
visor. He selected twelve boys who had the ability and
might end up in this field for their life’s work. They
have done all the suggested program and gone on to
radar detection, the police academy. narcotics problems,
and immigration. This specialty will work anywhere
there is a lawyer who believes in his profession.

Skin-Diving Attracis Boys.

Along our coast, boys are swimming and diving in
the ocean. They don’t know how to do it safely and
drownings have occurred. Yet the lure of skin-diving is
there, and it is uncontained, untaught, and unsupervised.
We decided to try a unit along these lines in Garden
Grove, with the Rotary club backing it. We found a
marine oceanographer named John L. Baxter to help
start it, Other divers came in to help. The night we asked
bhoys interested in diving to hring their parents to the
Garden Grove plunge we signed up eighty-four boys.

A superb diving instructor, Jack Turunen, and Dr. Rob-
ert Null are working with the unit right now. They go
through rigid training and tests in the high school plunge
and are then permitted to go on diving expeditions down
in the ocean. They build their own frogmen outfits—
rubber suits, flippers, faceplates, special equipment, and
safety equipment, and they’re really exploring the ocean.

The underwater Explorers are establishing in Garden
Grove High School the first fully equipped marine biol-
ogy laboratory that we know of in any high school.
At our last Scout-o-rama, their demonstration was a
smash hit and everyone wanted to know how do you
become a submarine Explorer.

Foreign Trade Post

The foreign trade Explorer unit involves the merchant
marine, trade, commerce, and a rather technical subject
called economic geography. A group of boys were paired
with men interested in this subject, in the steamship
business, or traveling. Arrangements are made with the
steamship company for the boys to adopt one of their
ships in San Pedro, the port of Los Angeles, twenty miles
away.

The boys are invited to have dinner on hoard the ship
with the captain. (The steamship companies consider
this excellent public relations.) They are shown the
machinery, fuel problems, loading problems, crew, and
everything about the ship. They see the ship loading
the cargo, see it stored in the hold. When the ship sails,
the boys write to the captain at every port and he answers
their letters with one letter from every port.

Sea captains are lonely men and they write fantastic
letters to the unit answering their questions and telling
them of local customs and all the problems of navigation,
unloading, and loading cargo. The boys follow their ship
on the map until its return, when they board ship again.
By now they’re old friends with the captain and they see
the cargo they’ve heard about unloaded. It’s heen their
ship and they've done everything having to do with a
cruise without actually going. They take other trips in
different directions and go on field trips to understand
merchant marine and the moving of commerce. This unit
is sponsored by the junior chamber of commerce which
is keenly interested in this approach.

Reguests Powur Tn

This fall, along with the rest of the country, we’ve been
forming a lot of Explorer posts. Besides the regular ones,
and some more of the same kinds of special units, we're
working on some new specialties.

Dr. Null is forming a medical post at Garden Grove
for boys who want to be doctors, and the committee will
be doctors and physicians. Joe Sherman, head of the U.5.
Forest Service here, asked us to form a forestry unit at
Ovange and he is lining up consultants. The first con-
struction post is sponsored by the Macco Corporation.
A large number of specialists are available to deal with
everything from surveying to heavy equipment, concrete
work to houses and tract development.

We have many inquiries, among them one from the
nutritional field; an athletic coaches’ unit for boys who
want to coach rather than participate (sponsored by the
coaches’ association) ; one from clergymen of a group
of sects asking about a philosophy unit that might lead
to boys entering the ministry; a yachting post, sponsored
by a yachting club to do ocean racing; a lifeguard’s post
to do aquatics and waterfront skills with lifeguarding;
and some merchandising units, other than the markets
unit.

We here in the Orange Empire Council recognize that
boys don’t want to do the same thing over a long period
of time. Posts may change to a different specialty, and
if they do, the consultants must change, too, because men
want to work in their own field.

We do know that the new program will go, because it
has what high-school age boys want and it taps a tre-
g g ! 1
mendous reserve of man power. With boys and men ex-
ploring shoulder to shoulder, it’s going to go like noth-
ing we've ever tried.

The author, Bill Spurgeon, has been an enthusiastic member of
the national Committee on Exploring since 1953. He has recruited
a seventeen-man Exploring committee {or the Orange Empire
Council. He is assistant vice president of the Irvine Company,
owners of Trvine Ranch, where the Third National Jamboree was

held in 1953.
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BOYS’ LIFE
SCOUTER SERVICE DEPT.

Free material available through BOYS’ LIFE!
Merely fill in the coupon and mail to address
listed on the coupon. -

BREEEBEEEEERE
COLOR CATALOGUE OF PLASTICS MODELS!

24-page catalogue in full color of plastic scale
models available from this company. 10¢ for
each copy.

AURORA PLASTICS
WEST HEMPSTEAD,

Bl
)

NEW YORK

1 have enclosed...... (10¢ each). Please send
me...... plastic scale ‘models catalogues.
NOME vtvasroanssenssssrsoasrronrsssarsses

Street coaeeseaersean

98-PAGE |LLUSTRATED BOOKLET ON
DESIGNING AND BUILDING A MODEL CAR

An excellent how-fo-do~it hooklet prepared
by the technical department of the Fisher Body
Craftsman’s Guild on designing and building
a Model Car, Competition is open to all boys
born between the years 1938 and 1947,

FISHER BODY CRAFTSMAN'S
GUILD

GENERAL MOTORS

DETROIT 2, MICHIGAN

i

Please send me. .. .application(s) for the boys
in my unit, Sample kit of .ma'ienul for in-
structor sent with each application.

MO +evevnenrernanssnsessasss ereaes s
SHEEE sovrnernronrassosrnranns Cirevarrere
(11172 Zone State...... eens
Unit...oovvs Region

R EEEEEEE

FEBEEBEEBE

FULL COLOR MODEL TRAIN BOOK 2|
An excellent 56-page train catalogue in bril-
liant full color is offered ahsolutely free.

This is & brand new publication just off the
press,

ADVERTISING DEPARTMENT
BL~12

THE LIONEL CORPORATION

15 EAST 26TH STREET

NEW YORK 10, N. Y.

Please send me....copies of the new full

color Lionel Catalogue for myself and the
boys in my unit,

itf

86" front x 76" x 7' height. $26»90
SEND FOR SPECIAL FOLDER FOB Phila.

POWERS & CO. SIS
BLACK HAWK INDIAN CRAFTS
COSTUME KITS

Folder on Request
54.84 Wetherole St., Forest Hills 74, N. Y.

This is
Exploring !
16 mm. sound-
color motion
picture; running
time, 25 minutes

ANT TO COMMUNICATE with teen-
agers? Want to sell them on the
new Exploring program? This excit-
ing new motion picture can be your
ammunition.

This Is Exploring! is designed to
be shown to boys of high school age.
Tt tells the new Exploring story in
language teen-agers understand, and
its lively treatment hits all phases of
the new program—ifrom skin-diving
to electronics, from high adventure
to hifi.

Organization and extension com-
mittees should arrange showings of
this film to Explorver-aged boys ever-
where—in high school assemblies,
church groups, and other youth clubs.
It should also be seen by all adult
groups interested in America’s young
men. Contact your council office for
further information.

G
AL

Qrganizing
An Explorer
Umilt

No. 3144—20 cents

ERE IS THE LATEST WORD on how to
organizesuccessful Explorer posts,
ships, and squadrons, including the
modernization of the time-tested Ten
Steps plan to emphasize the new
Exploring program.

This new book includes a conven-
ient chart to aid in the selection of
Advisors and a helpful guide show-

ing typical chartered institutions and.

key persons to contact in each in-
stitution.

Organization and extension com-

mittees will find Organizing an Ex-
plorer Unit a practical tool to help
bring Exploring into the lives of our
nation’s teen-age boys.

Boy Seout
Noteboolk amnd
Diary, 1959

No. 3012—25 cents

i[ERE’S A MIGHTY FINE HOLIDAY GIFT
idea for any boy in Scouitng.

The 1959 Boy Scout Notebook and
Diary has pages for keeping a record
of patrol and troop activities, things
to do, dates with friends, and other
personal reminders,

This pocket-size notebook can also
be a big help in a Scout’s advance-
ment. There are columns to record
achievements, hiking and camping
events, safety projects, conservation
activities, nature identifications, and
courts of honor,

Scounting in
Public Schools

= No. 3027—60 cenis

THIS SEVENTY-TWO PAGE BOOK is a
comprehensive, well-illustrated ac-
count of Scouting-school relationships
and cooperation.

Scouting in Public Schools includes
chapters on the background, objec-
tives, and programs of the modern
public school and the Boy Scouts of
America; parent-teacher associations;
rural and metropolitan schools; Scout-
ing’s use of public school facilities;
and examples of school-Scouting co-
operation,

Organization and extension commit-
teemen, members of other operating
committees, and Scouters responsible
for velationships conferences will find




