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The Air Force Academy’s “man in the middle” shows visiting Explorers the home of the Falcons.

So this is what it's like to ride an 'eggbeater.
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Explorers of the Baltimore Council visited Army’s Ft. Belvoir, Virginia.
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l'f’s SEVEN o’crLock and I have just
settled down to look at the evening
paper, The phone rings. Without look-
ing up from her magazine, my wile
says, “It’s for youw” Or perhaps it’s
seven in the morning, and she just
makes a few sleepy noises. As I lift
the receiver, I can’t help wondering
whether it’s an Explorer Advisor who's
lost or the mess sergeant wanting to
know what he’s supposed to do with
all that food.

Why does this all happen to me? I'm
an Explorer preject officer, the man
between visiting Scouters and the
United States Air Force Academy.

During 1962, nearly 150,000 Ex-
plorers and Advisors took part in more
than 5,000 events on Air Force bases
and installations. Even so, there are
unit leaders who still don’t know about
the Air Force program of cooperation
with the Boy Scouts of America. Let
me tell you about it.

From the chief of staff right down
the line, the Air Force recognizes the
worth of Scout training and experience.
It becomes more evident every day, as
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Scouters will be interested to know thot there’s
a “maon in the middie” af most U.8. military installations
eager to help their boys have un enjoyoble experience,

former Beouts show their ability to
cope with the rigors of the space age.
To implement cooperation, the Air
Force has assigned a stafl Explorer
officer to each of the twelve B.S.A.
regions. His full-time duty is to assist
Scout executives and unit leaders in
taking advantage of the opporiunities
offered by Air Force bases, The staff
Explorer officers are backed up by
more than 700 Explorer project officers
who, in addition to their regular duties,
work with local councils near each
base.

By now I hope you're asking, “What
does all this mean to me?” The answer
is: “Plenty”! While emphasis is given
to Exploring and Boy Scouts, Cub
Scouts are welcome, too, for most
activities. Maybe vou need a place for
a meeting or want to inspect the planes
—no problem. How about a tour of the
base, recreation at the gym, and some
bowling thrown in for good measure?

If yours is a specialty Explorer post,
the odds are that you can get an expert
speaker, a good motion picture, and
some practical on-the-job experience,

teo. Even if you live hundreds of miles
from a bhase, you can still borrow by
mail from the large film library. It
isn’t hard to build a meeting around
“Reaching for Space.” “Survival in the
Desert.,” or anv one of hundreds of
other titles,

If your interest is aroused and vou
wan! more detailed information about
facilities, write to the EPO of the base
you want to visit or check with your
Scout executive to find out what's
available in vour area. Make vour
plans well in advance to avoid disap-
pointments,

Now let’s follow Explorer Advisor
Joe Greatguy and his group as thev
visit an Air Force base. Joe had
written to the EPO several weeks be-
fore the date of departure. He’s
received written confirmation of his
plans as well as a map and some facts
about the base. At first there’d been
some confusion about the sleeping
facilities, but another short note to the
EPO had cleared it up.

Joe and his Explorers leave early in
the morning, allow lots of time for un-

DUR FRIENDS AT OTHER BASES

lthough Captain Banks' article describes

only Air Force cooperation with Explor-
ing, other armed services provide similar
opportunities. Army, Navy, Marine, and
Coast Guard installations have available o
Scouting liaison officer or a public relations
officer ready to ossist Scouting groups.

Tour groups of Scouts or Explorers will
find the hundreds of military boses and in-
stallations across the country convenient and
inexpensive overnight stopover points.

In addition to facilities for overnight stop-
overs, many bases have ovaoiluble meeting
rooms, classrooms, instructor personnel,
training films and projector; many other
training aids and equipment, aircraft, boats,
motor vehicles, chapels, swimming poals,
rifle and skeet ranges, athietic fields, gyms,
bowling lanes, theaters, weather stotions,
planateria, libraries, museums, hobby shops,

fire departments, hospitals, dining halls, and
barracks,

Not every type of assistance or facility is
available at every place at oll times, how-
ever. Military duties and uses, of course,
have priority over cooperation with Scouting
groups without advance notice being given,
although the militory fries to extend every
courtesy.

Al contacts with Explorer project officers
and Scouting liaison officers should be made
only through your local council Scout office,

i your troop or Explorer post is contem-
plating o tour or expedition, be sure to read
Tours and Expeditions, No. 3734, obtain-
able from your council office or Scout dis-
tributor. This booklet describes the new
Campwaoys—B.5.A. program and is designed
to meet the needs of the thousands of trav-
eling Scouts and Explorers,

expected events such as flat tires,
ice-cream stands, and pretty girls, and
arrive on time, The first thing on their
agenda is lunch at the airmen’s dining
hall, and they don’t want to be late.
The base is several miles from the
nearest town, and they know the dining
hall might be more miles from the
entrance gate, There is a definite
schedule of serving hours, too.

The Explorers hope that the EPO
will be able to meet them at the gate.
If he is unable to do so, they will ask
the guard to telephone him. They
realize that he has a full-time job in
addition to his work with Scouting.
Anyway, they have studied the map
and directions so that they can find
their way without him if necessary,
They can always ask questions of
anyone in uniform in case of difficulty.

During the afternoon, the Explorers’
guide escorts them to a number of the
work areas where they watch tech-
nicians in action. They see engine
mechanics, vadar repairmen, para-
chute riggers, and control-tower op-
erators, The activities of each shop

By Caplain JAMES E. BANKS
Explorer Project Officer
U. S. Air Force Academy

are explained, and the Explorers have
a chance to ask guestions. In the para-
chute loft they even get to help pack
a parachute,

Joe and the gang take in the base
movie after supper. They turn in early
so that they will be “bright-eyed and
bushy-tailed” for the orientation flight
scheduled for the next morning. Each
Explorer’s parents have given written
flight permission, and the post secre-
tary has all the forms ready.

Refreshed by a good night’s sleep,
they report 1o base operations a full
hour before take-off time. When they
arrive, they learn that the entire airlift
capability of the base has been com-
mitted for emergency transportation of
food and medicines 1o an area several
hundred miles away that has been
struck by a flash flood during the night.
Even though they cant fly, they get
to watch the loading of the supplies
and see the airplanes depart on their
missions. They realize that the Air
Force also follows the motto “Be
Prepared.”

As they drive home later in the day,
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they listen to radio news reports from
the flooded area and learn that the
supplies have been delivered. Then
and there they decide to visit the base
again and schedule another flight for
themselves.

Joe Greatguy and his unit had an
enjoyable visit because they had taken
the trouble to be prepared and 1o be
good guests. Both as a Scouter and as
an Air Force officer, an EPO feels a
keen desire to be a good host. He asks
only that you have the same desire
to be a good guest. If you find it
necessary to change your plans, let him
know by mail, telegram, or telephone
call. This is doubly important if you've
arranged for meals. What would you
think if 20 or 30 persons failed 1o
come to dinner at your home without
letting you know? On second theught,
don’t answer that,

Finally, if you can adapt to the in-
evitable small foulups with good
humor, the EPO will be a very happy
“Man in the Middle”—in the middle of
an enjoyable and satisfying bit of
American neighborliness.
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The Air Force Academy’s “man in the middle’” shows visiting Explorers the home of the Falcons.

“So this is what it's like to ride an ‘eggbeater.’ ' A helicopter flight was o high light when

Explorers of the Baltimore Council visited Army’s Ft. Belvoir, Virginia.
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all that food.

Why does this all happen to me? I'm
an Explorer project officer, the man
between visiting Scouters and the
United States Air Force Academy.
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than 5,000 events on Air Force bases
and installations. Fven so, there are
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with the Boy Scouts of America. Let
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the line, the Air Force recognizes the
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does all this mean to me?” The answer
is: “Plenty”! While emphasis is given
to Exploring and Boy Scouts, Cub
Scouts are welcome, too, for most
activities. Maybe you need a place for
a meeting or want to inspect the planes
—no problem. How about a tour of the
base, recreation at the gym, and some
bowling thrown in for good measure?

If yours is a specialty Explorer post,
the odds are that you can get an expert
speaker, a good motion picture, and
some practical on-the-job experience,
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realize that he has a full-time job in
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Anyway, they have studied the map
and directions so that they can find
their way without him if necessary.
They can always ask questions of
anyone in uniform in case of difficulty.
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nicians in action. They see engine
mechanics, radar repairmen, para-
chute riggers, and control-tower op-
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are explained, and the Explorers have
a chance to ask questions, In the para-
chute loft they even get to help pack
a parachute.
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they report to base operations a full
hour before take-off time. When they
arrive, they learn that the entire airlift
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mitted for emergency transportation of
food and medicines to an area several
hundred miles away that has been
struck by a flash flood during the night.
Even though they cant fly, they get
1o watch the loading of the supplies
and see the airplanes depart on their
missions. They realize that the Air
Force also follows the motto *“Be
Prepared.”

As they drive home later in the day,

they listen to radio news reports from
the flooded area and learn that the
supplies have been delivered. Then
and there they decide to visit the base
again and schedule another flight for
themselves.

Joe Greatguy and his unit had an
enjoyable visit because they had taken
the trouble to be prepared and to be
good guests. Both as a Scouter and as
an Air Force officer, an EPQ feels a
keen desire to be a good host. He asks
only that you have the same desire
to be a good guest. If you find it
necessary to change your plans, let him
know by mail, telegram, or telephone
call. This is doubly important if you've
arranged for meals, What would you
think if 20 or 30 persons failed to
come to dinner at your home without
letting you know? On second thought,
don’t answer that.

Finally, i you can adapt to the in-
evitable small foulups with good
humor, the EPO will be a very happy
“Man in the Middle”—in the middle of
an enjoyable and satisfying bit of
American neighborliness.
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7.68 oz. Sail Driil — Olive Draob color — water

and mildew ireated — Screened window in

rear—screen ventilotor over door.

Size B’6” wide, 77 center height, $28'25

76" deep, 28”7 wall height, complete

Tents of Al Typeg F.O.B. FACTORY
SEND FOR SPECIAL FOLDER

POWERS & CO.

7314 Cenfral Ave. 5929 Woodiond Ave.
River Forest, I, Philadelphia 43, Pa. |

o

Easy to
handle
OFFICIAL BOY SCOUT CANOE

® It’s a pleasure to paddle your own
canoe — when it’s an Old Town! Re-
sponsive, safe, sturdy, dependable.

FREE CATALOG shows all kinds of ecanses for
paddiing, fer sailing, for cutboards. Alse saiiboats,
{apstrakes, dinghies and skiffs. Send for it today.

Address 0id Town Canee QLompany, 155 Fourth
Street, Old Town, Maine,

Ol Soewr”® CANOES

CANCER’'S

DANGER

SIGNALS
CAN BE
YOUR

SAFETY

SIGNALS

LEARN TO RECOGNIZE THE SEVEN DANGER
SIGNALS THAT MAY MEAN CANCER

A Unusual bleeding or discharge; g2 A lump
or thickening in the breast or elsewhere;
=2 A sore that does not heal; & Change in
bowel or bladder habits; B5 Hoarseness or
cough; &8 Indigestion or difficully in swal-
lowing; " Change in a wart or mole.

If one of these symploms lasts longer
than two weeks, see your doctor at
once. A danger signal can help save
your life, if you act promptiy!

AMERICAN CANCER SOCIETY ¢®©

This space contributed by the publisher

NRA-BSA RIFLE MATCH WINNERS. Explorer Post 6, Springfield, Ohio, won

their fourth NRA-BSA match. Back row, left to right, C. Robert Walthall, cooach;
Harold Clarkson, post Advisor; front row, left to right, Robert Brown, Mike Hyer,

Lemar Ridgeway, and William Levy.

National Rifle Champions

1TH NaRY-A BoodE or a Crockett
w«m their team, Explorer Post 6,
of Springfield, Ohio, copped the sev-
enth national rifle match sponsored by
the National Rifle Association and the
Bov Scouts of America. For four con-
secutive years the post has outshot all
others in the postal match. In 1956,
the first vear of the matches, the
American Legion-sponsored post
placed fifth, The next two vears they
were runners up. Since 1959, they
have remained tops. Not only have
they dominated team competition, but
their individual shooters have won
either first or second place in the
national individual matches since
1957, Furthermore, the high point man

has been a different member of the
post each vear, The 1962 national
champ was Lemar Ridgeway, Jr., whe
shot 299 out of a possible 300. The
team score of 1,178 points set a new
high. Other winning teams in 1962
were: Post 22, Team 1, Northeast
Georgia Council, Athens, Ga., 1,144
points; Post 190, Blue Ridge Council,
Roanoke, Va., 1,129 points; Squadron
362, Del-Mar-Va Council, Wilmington,
Del., 1,114 peints; Post 5, “Blue
Team,” Calcasieu Area Council, Lake
Charles, La., 1,110 points. Targets for
the 1963 matches will be fired between
October 1, 1963, and January 15, 1964
Information folders will be available in
council offices in September.,

“There's nobrush, Miss Finley . . .
it was a foul ball.”’
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INDIAN CRAFT
SUPPLIES

Our 1963 cotulog new available.
56 pages of Indion craft kits ond
supplies. Send 15¢ for cutnleg.

GREY OWL

INDIAN CRAFT CO.
150-02 Beaver Roud, Dept. 5-81

JAmaica 63660 Jomaica 33, Queens, H. V.
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